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suppose to have started 
after the summer holidays, 
had to be delayed indefi-
nitely, as all school rooms 
were still occupied, some by 
three-four families, who 
have no other place to live, 
as winter approach.  
MSRI launched an emer-
gency appeal to help these 
people and through the gen-
erosity of our sponsors and 
the public, in early August, 
we managed to send 
RM32,859.60 to Lebanon 
for immediate relief of the 
people who were forced to 
flee their home.  

Nahr el-Bared Camp was lo-
cated in the north of Lebanon, 
on the outskirt of the city of 
Tripoli. Around 40,000 Pales-
tinians called the camp their 
home, for many, the only 
home they know.  
In June 2007, a small group of 
militant Muslims, the Fateh al-
Islam, consisting of some 300 
people, mostly foreigners, who 
had entrenched themselves in 
Nahr el-Bared, fought a war 
with the Lebanese army. 
Within a month the camp was 
totally wiped out.   During the 
short hours of cease fires, the 
civilian population of the camp 
fled with their bare lives. Most 
of them, around 25,000, went 
to Beddawi, the camp closest 
to it; the remaining 15,000 
people were distributed or 
went themselves to any of the 
other nine Palestinian refugee 
camps in Lebanon. Refugees 
were made refugees for the 
second, third, or fourth time, 
most of 
them loos-
ing every-
thing they 
o w n e d , 
e x p e r i -
encing the 
trauma of 
c o m p l e t e 
disposses-
sion again 
and again.  
With the 

generosity of people who have 
nothing themselves, the refu-
gees of Beddawi and the other 
camps have 
welcomed the 
refugees from 
Nahr el-Bared 
in their already 
c r a m p e d 
space, some 
living 15 peo-
ple to one 
room. The Ma-
laysian-gifted 
Learning Cen-
tre in Beddawi 
was turned into 
an emergency 
relief and op-
eration centre to facilitate relief 
aid and voluntary services 
rendered by many local and 
international NGOs and volun-
teers. The three-storey build-
ing with a basement also be-
came a hospital, a shelter, and 
activity centre for hundreds of 
restless children. At the end of 

2 0 0 7 , 
there were 
still thou-
sands of 
Nahr el-
B a r e d 
r e f u g e e s 
in Bed-
dawi.  
The new 
s c h o o l 
y e a r , 
which was 
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An area of the Nahr el-Bared camp on 
Monday (11-06-07). More than 130 
people have been reported killed in the 
fighting in northern Lebanon. The 
fighting, which began May 20, is the 
worst internal violence to engulf Leba-
non since the 1975-90 civil war. Photo 
By Ramzi Haifar, AFP/Getty Images. 

Palestinians refugees from Nahr el-Bared fleeing with 
whatever belongings they can carry. 

Staff and volunteers of Beit Atfal as-Samoud 
delivering aid. 
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Look ing back at  the 
M S R I / S p o n s o r s h i p  o f 
P a l e s t i n i a n  C h i l d r e n 
programme and MSRI’s other 
programmes in 2007, we see 
that the support of Malaysians 
for the Palestinian people has 
not dwindled in any way. Even 
though in the year before, 
2006, the July War in 
Lebanon had created a big 
wave of goodwill and help in 
the form of donations of 
money and medicines to our 
aid programme for the 
hundreds of thousand of 
Lebanese and Palestinians 
affected by the war, support 
for our programmes in the 
Palestinian refugee camps in 
Lebanon has continued. This 
was especially important, 
because the Palestinian 
refugees in Lebanon had to 
face another, severe crisis in 
2007, the destruction of Nahr 
el-Bared Camp, near Tripoli in 
the north of Lebanon. There, 
40,000 Palestinians have lost 
their refuge and had to flee 
mayhem and destruction; 
many just managed to escape 
with their bare lives. Until 
today, the situation is still very 
grim; the Nahr el-Bared 
refugees living in dire 
conditions in the other camps, 
mainly Beddawi, where they 
are housed in every available 
space, like for example in the 
schools. Because of that, the 
new school year could not be 
started and children are 
miss ing out  on the ir 
education. The Lebanese 
government has promised to 
rebuild the camp, but this will 
take time.  
 
Mr. Kassem Aina, the Director 
of Beit Atfal as-Samoud, our 
partner organisation in 
Lebanon, during his visit to 
Malaysia in August provided a 
firsthand account of the 
situation to NGOs and MSRI 
sponsors. Our sponsors 
responded generously with 
donations for emergency help. 
In view of the rather grim 
situation, MSRI also dedicated 
two special programmes to 
the people of Nahr el-Bared: 

the Palestinian Film Fest, 
organised for the first time, 
which featured films by 
renown Palestinian film 
director Mai Masri, and an 
exhibition of paintings by a 
very ta lented,  young 
Palestinian woman from 
Nahr el-Bared, Rouhaifa 
Qassim.  
 
What is the significance of 
the destruction of Nahr el-
Bared for the work of 
MS RI /Spons o rs h ip  o f 
Palestinian Children? 
 

Let us look first at the 
situation in Gaza and the 
Occupied Territories. The 
humanitarian situation has 
continuously declined over 
the year and is still declining 
as I write. According to 
B’Tselem, the record for 
2007 looks as follows: 
 
· Up to 29 December, 

2007, Israeli occupational 
f o r c es  k i l l ed  373 
Palestinians (290 in 
Gaza, 83 in the West 
Bank), 53 among them 
minors; about 35 percent 
of those killed were 
civilians who were not 
taking part in the 
hostilities when killed.  

· There was an increase of 
13 percent in 2007 in the 
number of Palestinians 
held in administrative 
detention without trial, 
which averaged 830 
people. 

· S i x t y - s i x  s t a f f e d 
checkpoints and 459 
physical roadblocks on 
ave rage  c on t ro l l ed 
movement inside the 
West Bank. There was 
little improvement in 
Palestinians' freedom of 

movement, despite the 
promised easing of 
restrictions.  

· I s r a e l i  s e t t l e m e n t 
population grew by 4.5 
percent (compared with 
1.5 percent population 
growth inside Israel).  

· Israel continues the 
freeze policy on family 
unification, denying tens 
o f  t h o u s a n d s  o f 
Palestinians the right to a 
family life. However, in 
what was termed a one-
time gesture, Israel 
a p p r o v e d  f a m i l y 

unification for some 
3 , 5 0 0  P a l e s t i n i a n 
families.  

· The number of houses 
demolished in East 
Jerusalem rose by 38 
percent, to 69 homes. 

· Palestinians continue to 
f a c e  s e v e r e 
discrimination in the 
allocation of water in the 
West Bank, causing 
serious hardship in the 
summer.  

· T h e  n u m b e r  o f 
Palestinians killed in 
intra-Palestinian clashes 
w a s  t h e  h i g h e s t 
throughout the intifada. 

 
On the international stage, 
Bush suddenly discovered 
that some moves for peace 
in Palestine might look good 
on his resume. A meeting 
between Olmert and Abbas 
was hastily organised in 
Annapolis. However, in the 
words of Leila Khaled: “What 
happened in Annapolis is a 
process only, a process that 
will [only] give the Israelis 
more time [to make] more 
settlements and at the same 
t i m e  n o r m a l i z e  t h e 
relationship between Israel 

and the Arabs as a whole... 
not every country by itself, 
and to make a big distance 
between the Palestinian 
question and the Arabs. 
By the way, the reference 
[point for a polit ical 
s e t t l e m e n t  a t ]  t h a t 
conference [was] that [of] the 
United States ... and not the 
United Nations ... And while 
the meeting was going on 
the Israelis were making 
incursions into Gaza, 
[raiding] in the West Bank ... 
attacking and arresting 
people. It's a game, and we 
know that very well and we 
are against negotiations with 
the Israelis because the 
balance of forces is not for 
us, neither on the Palestinian 
level or the Arab level or the 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  l e v e l . 
Negotiations could be 
efficient and of interest to us 
[only] when we are nearer to 
being on equal sides. In 
history negotiations were 
between the fighting parties 
when they became on the 
same level. But we are not 
on the same level. We are 
still under occupation, we 
are still refugees -- what [do] 
we [have] to negotiate?” [the 
complete interview with Leila 
K h a l e d  s e e : 
http://electronicintifada.net/v
2/article9203.shtml] 
 
It is clear to me that no easy 
solution for the Palestinian 
issue is forthcoming, that 
Israel is doing its utmost to 
drag the peace process to 
such lengths as to enable 
them to find their own ‘final 
solution’ of  ‘the Palestinian 
problem’, and that without 
our support, a just solution 
will not happen at all.  
January 2008 
 
Lia Syed  

EDITORIAL 

Israel continues the freeze policy on family 
unification, denying tens of thousands of 

Palestinians the right to a family life.  
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Abdelaziz Aboughosh, 
Ambassador of the State of 
Palestine gave the keynote 
address, and Mr. Mohideen 
Abdul Kader from Citizens 
International and Puan Lia 
Syed, MSRI’s Executive 
Director, completed the 
panel of speakers on that 
day. 
As part of the event, an 
exhibition of photographs 
depicting the exodus of the 
Palestinians from 1948 and 
again in 1967, and the stark 
reality of their life in the 
aftermath, was also held at 
the lobby of the auditorium. 
MSRI’s sponsors and 
supporters of the Palestinian 
cause braved the rain on 
that Sunday morning to 
attend the forum and the film 
showing. 
 
  
  

 “Visit Palestine” is a film by 
Katie Barlow that shows a 
devastating account of daily 
life for Palestinians in the 
occupied terr i tory.  I t 
documents the aftermath of 
the attack on Jenin from the 
eyes of Caiomhe Butterly, a 
peace activist volunteer from 
Ireland. The film follows her 
work, serving as a conduit 
into the everyday life of 
Palestinians who are usually 
presented to the viewer in a 
one-dimensional way, either 
as fighters or victims, heroes 
or fanatics. Instead, “Visit 
Palestine” gives a rare 
chance to see what Butterly 
calls “the spaces of beauty 
and joy” created by people 
under occupation. 
On Sunday, 29 July 2007, 
MSRI in cooperation with 
ABIM held a forum before 
the premiere showing of 
“Visit Palestine” at the 
Auditorium, Islamic Arts 
Museum, Jalan Perdana, 
Kuala Lumpur. H.E. Mr. 

VISIT FROM KASSEM AINA, BEIT ATFAL AS-SAMOUD, LEBAN ON, BEIRUT 

Kassem Aina, Director of the 
National Institution of Social 
Care and Vocat ional 
Training or more popularly 
known as Beit Atfal as-
Samoud (BAS) came for a 
short visit to MSRI from 6 -
11 August 2007. Though 
short, his visit was very 
productive in garnering 
support and financial aid for 

the refugees in Lebanon. His 
i n s i g h t f u l  f i r s t - h a n d 
experience on the situation 
at Nahr el-Bared was 
instrumental in getting the 
urgent help needed to 
alleviate the mounting 
problems faced by the 
people and relief workers in 
Beddawi.   At the time, Nahr 
el-Bared Camp was still 
under siege. 
Kassim, born in Alma, 
Palestine, himself a 
refugee of 1948  brought 
by his family when he 
was still a baby to 
Lebanon, is the founder 
of BAS. Initially, BAS was 
a home for orphans from 
the 1976 Tel al-Zaatar 
massacre in East Beirut. 
Tel al-Zaatar was one of 
the earliest Palestinian 
refugee camps registered 
under UNRWA that was 
d e s t r o y e d  a t  t h e 
beginning of the Civil War 
in Lebanon. Thousands 
from its 25,000 inhab-
itants were killed and the 

rest, displaced yet again. 
The camp was totally 
destroyed, abandoned and 
was never rebuilt. 
During his visit, Kassim 
managed to attend a few 
important meetings including 
one with other Malaysian 
NGOs, and with some of 
MSRI ’ s  s ponso rs  o f 
Palestinian children. He was 

also able to meet with the 
Ambassador of the State of 
Palestine to Malaysia, Mr. 
Abdelaziz Aboughosh at his 
office, and he attended an 
informal meeting with the 
representatives from the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
regarding our sponsorship 
programme.  

Kassem Aina receiving a souvenir from 
Undersecretary Kennedy Jawan at 
Wisma Putra. 

Kassem Aina and some of the sponsors who were at the meeting. 
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From 14-18 November 2007, 
MSRI in collaboration with 
Kelab Seni Filem Malaysia 
and with the cooperation of 
HELP University College in 
Damansara, organized The 
Palestinian Film Festival with 
special focus on films about 
Palestinians in Lebanon. The 
six films were shown on con-
secutive days at the HELP 
University College Auditorium 
started at 8 pm. Entrance was 
free, but of course a donation 
box was put up. There were 
also a few items such as the 
Traditional Oriental Sweets 
and Palestinian scarves and 
shawls on sale during the 

nightly show.  
In conjunction with 
the Film Fest, we 
had also organized 
a Charity Dinner on 
the 17th of Novem-
ber. For this night, 
patrons who came 
to the screening 
paid RM150.00 per 
seat to have dinner 

with our Guest of Honour, Mai 
Masri, a renowned and award-
winning Palestinian film direc-
tor and producer, from Leba-
non. 
Mai Masri was on her way 
back to Beirut from Australia 
where she had just received 
her latest award in film mak-
ing. Her film “Beirut Dairies: 
Truth, Lies and Videos” won 
Best Documentary Feature at 
the Asia Pacific Screen 
Awards 2007, held at the 
Gold Coast on 13 November. 
The film, exploring the role of 
young people in the critical 
transformations underway in 

Lebanon, was made in 2006, 
revolving around a young 
woman from Beirut. 
At the Charity Dinner, the film 
screened was Mai Masri’s 
latest titled “33 Days” a docu-
mentary filmed during the 
Israeli attack on Lebanon in 
2006. The dinner itself was 
held at the lobby just outside 
of the Auditorium at the Main 
Block of HELP University Col-
lege. Among those present at 
the screening was Y.Bhg. Tan 
Sri Dr. Sale-
ha Mohd Ali, 
HELP Uni-
versity Col-
lege Execu-
tive Chair-
person, the 
Palestinian 
A m b a s s a -
dor, Mr. 
A b d e l a z i z  
Aboughosh 
and wife, 
and Dato’ 
Fuad Has-

san, MSRI Chairman and 
wife. 
Proceeds from the Charity 
Dinner went to the people of 
Nahr el-Bared refugee camp 
in Lebanon who are forced 
to live in the already 
cramped neighbouring Bed-
dawi camp. 

PALESTINIAN FILM FESTIVAL  

The honoured guests at the screening with Mai Masri. 

A group photo with film-maker and producer Mai Masri 
L - R: The Palestinian Ambassador and wife, Lia Syed, Mai 
Masri, Dato’ Fuad Hassan and wife, Tan Sri Dr. Saleha Mohd 
Ali (seated). 

views with sponsors 
and contributors and 
e x p a n d  M S R I ’ s 
network.  

MSRI’s Hari Raya Gathering, Sunday, 28 October 2007   

For the first time since MSRI 
moved its office from Jalan 
Delima to our present 
address 10 years ago, we 
had an open house to 
celebrate Hari Raya. It was a 
clear and sunny day to begin 
with and cloudy towards the 
end, but hey no rain! Guests 
and staff alike mingled and 
enjoyed themselves with 
good food and a chance to 
get to know and familiarized 
themselves with each other. 
MSRI’s sponsors, friends and 
board members with their 
families in tow, came from far 
and near to join in the 

occasion. 
Mr. Kassim Aina, the 
Director of Beit Atfal as-
Samoud, dropped in for the 
day as our surprise guest. 
He was on a two-day 
transit in Kuala Lumpur 
from Beirut to Japan. It was 
such a coincidence and 
good timing and many 

sponsors who missed out 
during his scheduled visit 
back in August, benefited 
from this visit. 
We had the traditional 
lemang and rendang with 
other dishes such as roti 
jala, nasi tomato, satay and 
other kuih-muih. The buffet 
style alfresco seating at 
MSRI’s front yard made it 
more enjoyable as children 
were free to roam and run 
around the compound. 
Thus, we decided to make 
Hari Raya gathering such as 
this an annual event, to share 
and exchange news and 

(Top) Satay being prepared for 
the guests. (Left) Hishamudin 
Ubaidulla and Philip Zachariah 
enjoying themselves. (Bottom) 
The office was modified into a 
self serving station. 



Mai Masri, 45, a Palestinian 
film maker, based in Beirut, 
Lebanon has studied film at 
UC Berkeley and San 
Francisco State University 
where she graduated with a 
BA degree in 1981.   The 
daughter of a Palestinian 
father from Nablus and an 
American mother from Texas, 
Mai Masri was raised in 
Beirut, where she has lived 
most of her life. 
Directly after graduating from 
San Fransisco State Uni-
versity, she returned to Beirut 

and began making films. 
Most of her works focused 
on the conflict in the Middle 
East ,  and especia l ly 
between the Palestinians 
and Israelis. Mai Masri met 
her husband, Lebanese 
filmmaker Jean Chamoun, in 
1982 and they were married 
in 1986, and have two 
daughters. Mai Masri has 
directed, photographed and 
edited numerous award-
winning films that have been 
screened on more than 100 
television stations worldwide 
includ ing PBS, BBC, 
Channel 4, France 2, France 
3, SBS, RTBF, YLE, RTP, 
NHK, GLOBO, RAI, Al-
Jazeera, M2, MBC, Al-
Arabiya, and Abu Dhabi TV. 
Together with her husband, 
filmmaker Jean Chamoun 
she formed Nour Produc-
tions and produced a series 
of documentaries that have 
won more than 60 inter-
national awards. 
(Source: Mai Masri and Facets 
Multimedia). 

Mai Masri engaging in a dis-
cussion with the audience after 
the screening of 33 Days at 
MSRI. 

The discussion continues during  
refreshments. 

MAI MASRI, FILM MAKER   

“The story of what happened 
at Deir Yassin 59 years ago 
is critical to understanding 
the current crisis taking 
place in the Middle East 
today. 
On the 29th of  November 
1947 the United Nations 
against Arab protests 
passed Resolution 181 in 
favour of the partition of 
Palestine. As the Jewish 
Agency brought larger and 

larger number 
of immigrants 
into Palestine, 
Arab anger 
grew. On the 
Jewish side 
there were 
those who felt 
only a mass 
de-population 
of Arabs from 
P a l e s t i n e 
would allow 
Israel to be 

v iab le  as a Jewish 
homeland. 
Against this background, 
b e t w e e n  J u n e  a n d 
December of 1947 the 
mayor of the Palestinian 
village of Deir Yassin and 
t h e  m a y o r  o f  t h e 
neighbouring Jewish village 
of Givat Shaul met and 
made a verbal agreement 
that they would not shoot at 
each other. Subsequently, a 

group of Iraqi volunteers 
entered Deir Yassin to use it 
as a base against Jews but 
were driven out by the 
villagers. The son of the 
mayor of Deir Yassin was 
killed in the battle to expel 
the Arab fighters. 
On the morning of April 9th 
1948, Deir Yassin was 
attacked not by their Jewish 
neighbours with whom they 
have sworn peace, not by 
the regular Jewish army but 
by terrorists of the Irgun and 
Stern gangs. The atrocities 
committed there, the 
parading of the disarmed 
men and their subsequent 
execution at the nearby 
quarry spread such horror 
among the Palestinian 
Arabs, Muslim and Christian 
alike, that they fled. They 
were never allowed to return 
to their homes. The terrorist 
gangs were never punished. 

Indeed, their leaders went on 
to become Prime Ministers 
of Israel. 
On the 14th of May, David 
Ben Gurion read out the 
declaration of Independence 
and proclaimed the estab-
lishment of the Jewish state 
of Israel. Today, Israel rec-
ognizes a right to return to 
any who identify themselves 
as Jews but denies such a 
right to non-Jews who were 
born in Palestine. 
T h e  f o c u s  o f  t h e 
commemoration is to remind 
the world of the Palestinian 
experience of loss, dis-
possession, humiliation and 
oppression so that the histo-
ries of both Arabs and Jews 
can be acknowledged, for 
without acknowledgement 
there is little basis for peace. 
By holding this comme-
moration the Malaysian 

DEIR YASSIN REMEMBERED 

Datuk Ahmad Zahid Hamidi, Deputy Minister of Information 
giving his speech at the launching of the exhibition. 

continue on page 7 

�������

� !
"��#$����
���� %��
�&'��(()�



��������������������������������� -����

�����*�

Rouhaifa Qassim, the artist of 
the exhibition, may not have 
reached any degree of fame 
yet, but her paintings express 
the same feelings of hope, 
despair, expectations and 
criticism, that the renown and 
world famous Palestinians 
Naji al-Ali’s or Mahmoud 
Darwish’s art has expressed.  
Rouhaifa Qassim was born on 
1st September 1975 in the 
Palestinian refugee camp of 
Nahr el-Bared near Tripoli, in 
the north of Lebanon, to 
parents who themselves are 
Palestinian refugees. She 

grew up and lived in Nahr el-
Bared, and since its complete 
destruction in July 2007 is 
staying in Beddawi camp, until 
Nahr el-Bared will be rebuilt.  
As an artist, photographer and 
arts teacher, she reacted to 
the destruction of her family 
home, the place of her 
childhood, with a series of 
paintings which are now on 
exhibition for the first time. 
With her keen eye for details 
she is able to depict, criticize 
and comment on the situation 
of the Palestinians in the 
camps, without losing the 
overall view of the Palestinian 
issue.       
These paintings are not oil on 
canvas, they are expressions 
of someone who has been 
deprived of everything: paint, 
canvas, a place to live and 
work in, a decent life with 
s ec u r i t y  and  d i gn i t y , 
citizenship, a right to own 
property and a home, the right 
to return to her rightful place. 
These paintings are now a 
part of the long and painful 
history of the Palestinian 
people.  
 

Short Address by Rouhaifa 
Said Qassim  

 
 Ladies and Gentlemen, 
   With real sincerity and 
honest feelings, I present you 
the fruits of my feelings and 
emotions through th is 
exhibition. I am that displaced 
Palestinian bird that was 
driven from the bosom of his 
mother, and started to call her 
through those paintings, 
hoping to find consolation that 
might release his suffering 
and lessen his sadness. 
  I would like to thank 
Deir Yassin Remembered 
Malaysia and MSRI who 
invited me and organised this 
exhibition and offered me this 
great opportunity. I also would 
like to thank MSRI for always 
supporting the Palestinians 
since a long time. Not least I 
thank RA Fine Arts Gallery for 
giving me this chance and the 
beautiful catalogue, which will 
always remind me of this 
special event. 

 Also, I will not forget 
my organization Beit Atfal As-
Samoud who cares for a lot of 
young people like me and 
offers them a better chance in 

life. 
 T h e  p e o p l e , 

including my family, who are 
returning to Nahr el-Bared to a 
totally destroyed area, are still 
in great need for relief aid. 
They need support to enable 
them to stand the harsh winter 
and survive the long waiting 
time expected before any 
reconstruction work can 
begin, which was promised by 
the international community 
during an official conference 
held in Beirut in September. 

 I  t h a n k  t h e 
Malaysian people for their 
support. You are a generous 
people and live in a beautiful 
country. I hope that one day 
we Palestinians will also live 
in our own beautiful home 
land.  
 
Thank you. 

THE ARTIST, ROUHAIFA QASSIM  

L - R: DYR Chairman Hishamudin Ubaidulla presenting souvenirs to the Deputy Minister, Rouhaifa and Raja Ahmad. 

The Deputy Minister touring the exhibition accompanied by Rouhaifa and Hanan Masri (far right) from BAS. 



local artists will also donate 
a share of their sales for the 
benefit of Nahr el-Bared 
refugees.  

Lasak and Long Tien Shih to 
name a few, also partici-
pated in the exhibition. All 
profits from the sale of 
Rouhaifa’s and the kids’ 
paintings will go to the 
people of Nahr el-Bared. The 

from 11 a.m. - 6 p.m. Due to 
good public responses, the 
exhibition was extended until 
7 December 2007. 
The event was officiated by 
Yang Berhormat Dato’ 
Ahmad Zahid Hamidi, 
Deputy Information Minister, 
on Tuesday, 20 November 
2007 at 8.pm. Rouhaifa 
Qassim, the artist, was flown 
in from Lebanon by the 
Committee. Her paintings on 
exhibition have all been 
created in the short time 
period from June to 
September 2007 and are an 
expression of art which is 
born under harshest 
conditions, the despair of 
dispossession and loss of 
the Palestinians, and the 
hope for a better life one day 
in their own homeland. 
In addition to Rouhaifa, 
twelve local artists, such as 
Dato’ Syed Ahmad Jamal, 
Dr. Zakaria Ali, Ahmad Fuad 
Osman, Tan Sei Hon, Patrik 

Committee for Deir Yassin 
Remembered would like to 
convey to our fellow 
Malaysian the need to have 
an informed opinion about 
world events.” 

(From the speech of 
Hishamudin Ubaidulla, 

Chairman DYR Malaysia) 
 
DYR Malaysia 2007 in 
cooperation with R.A. Fine 
Arts Gallery had organized 
an arts exhibition called 
“Tabah dalam Derita”  with 
paintings by a very talented 
Palestinian artist from Nahr 
el-Bared, along with paint-
ings by the children from 
Nahr el-Bared, and some 
photographs from the camp. 
The exhibition was held at 
the R.A. Fine Arts Gallery, in 
Jalan Aman, Kuala Lumpur, 
initially from 19 to 24 
November 2007 and opened 
for public viewing every day 

Chairman of DYR Malaysia, Hishamudin Ubaidulla presenting a painting from 
Rouhaifa Qassim to Palestinian Ambassador Abdelaziz Aboughosh on the 
occasion of Deir Yassin Remembered 2007. 

from page 5 

ARTWORK BY ROUHAIFA QASSIM 

Some of the pieces by Rouhaifa which are still available for sale. Please contact  RA Fine Arts at 
03-2161-7341 for further information. 
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Special Message to 
Our Sponsors 

 
Salam Sejahtera, 
 
In late 2007, the government 
t r u s t e e s  o f  t h e 
M S R I / S p o n s o r s h i p  o f 
Palestinian Children Trust 
Fund have expressed their 
wish to close the government 
trust account in the present 
form, in a move to reduce the 
work load of all ministries and 
g o v e r n m e n t  a g e nc i es 
involved, as well as the red 
tape for the managing 
trustee, MSRI. Because all 
work under the Trust Fund 
has been carried out 
effectively, efficiently and 
responsibly by MSRI alone 
for 20 years, and because 
MSRI is a Malaysian-
registered entity since 2004, 
the Trustees, expressing their 
full and continued support for 
MSRI’s programmes, decided 
to hand sole responsibility for 
the MSRI/Sponsorship of 
Palestinian Children and 
other programmes for the 

benefit of Palestinians to 
MSRI. 
The proposed Memorandum 
of Agreement between MSRI 
and the Government Trustees 
a f f i r m s  t h a t  t h e 
M S R I / S p o n s o r s h i p 
Programme for Palestinian 
Children and all other 
programmes previous ly 
conducted under the Trust, 
such as Dei r  Yass in 
Remembered, will continue in 
the exact same manner under 
the new arrangement. The 
Government Trustees have 
also assured MSRI of their 
strong support of our 
application of maintaining the 
tax-deductible receipts for 
these programmes. However, 
this will take some time to be 
effectuated. 
As of 1st February 2008, the 
M S R I / S p o n s o r s h i p  o f 
Palestinian Children account 
will be managed by MSRI 
alone. Therefore, all receipts 
issued for sponsorship 
payments and donations for 
MSRI’s programmes will be 
MSRI receipts.  
Dear Sponsors, please rest 

assured that MSRI is 
committed to continue our 
work  wi th  the  same 
dedication, commitment, and 
responsibility proven by our 
excellent track record of more 
than 20 years. We will 
continue to inform sponsors 
and donors of all activities in a 
t imely and transparent 
manner. If you have any 
queries, please do not 
hesitate to contact us.  
 
Lia Syed 
 

New Programmes 
 
 SPONSORSHIP OF A 
CHILD IN KINDERGARTEN 
We are launching a new 
p r o g r a m m e  f o r  t h e 
sponsorship of a child in 
kindergarten. 
Your sponsorship will enable 
a Palestinian child to attend 
kindergarten which is not 
provided at UNRWA. This 
programme is especially for 
families that are unable to 
send their young children to 
kindergarten because they 
cannot afford it. 

The sponsorship is RM820 
per annum for a period of 
three years. 
Sponsors will be given a copy 
of the child’s dossier and 
photograph and an annual 
report of the child’s progress 
in kindergarten. 
 
 TALK ON PALESTINE  
In our efforts to keep the 
Malaysian public aware and to 
have an informed opinion 
regarding the Palestinian 
issue, MSRI would be 
d e l i g h t ed  t o  g i v e  a 
presentation on Palestine at a 
time and place of your 
choosing. The talk/presenta-
tion will include the history of 
the conflict, what is the conflict 
all about, life under Israeli 
occupation and the Pales-
tinian refugees. The talk/pres-
entation will be about one 
hour as a free service from us. 
Donations will be collected. 
Please do call us at 03-4252 
8699/4252 8649 or fax  us at 
03-4252 8709 or email at 
msri@streamyx.com for any 
enquiry or to make an ap-
pointment for a presentation. 

Palestinians have been 
deprived of their inalienable 
rights, especially their right to 
self-determination as defined 
by the General Assembly, has 
time and again swiped at the 
credibility of the UN and the 
sincerity of negotiators of a 
host of peace processes or 
treaties over the years. 
According to Mr Ban Ki-moon, 
“Palestinian society has been 
increasingly fragmented – 
territorially, by settlements, 
land expropriation and the 
barrier in the occupied 
Palestinian territory; socially 
and economically, by closure; 
and politically, between Gaza 
and the West Bank.”  
For 60 years, the Palestinians 
have held hope and hung tight 
to their dream of statehood. 
When this will become a 
reality depends on us, and the 
rest of the world.  

The 2007 annual observance 
in Kuala Lumpur of the 
International Day of Solidarity 
with the Palestinian People 
was organized by the Institute 
of Diplomacy and Foreign 
Relations at their office in 
Jalan Wisma Putra on 29 
November 2007. 
Datuk Joseph Salang, the 
Deputy Foreign Minister was 
present to read our Prime 
Minister’s message for the oc-
casion and Puan Daratul 
Baida Osman Khairuddin, the 
Assistant Resident Repre-
sentative, United Nations 
Development Programme, 
read the message from 
Secretary-General of the 
United Nations, Mr. Ban Ki-
moon. 

Also present was Mr. 
Abde la z i z  Abough os h , 
Palestinian Ambassador to 
Malaysia, who read his own 
speech, in which among 
others he stressed that Pales-
tinians needed stronger 
support and solidarity from the 
international community to 
ensure and guarantee that the 
final outcome from the peace 
negotiations with Israel would 
be the establishment of an 
independent Palestinian state, 
with East Jerusalem as its 
capital. 
The call for the annual 
observance of an International 
Day of Solidarity with the 
Palestinian People on 29 
November each year was 
made by the UN General 
Assembly in 1977. Since then, 
in accordance with mandates 
given by the General 
Assembly in its resolutions 
32/40 B of 2 December 1977, 
the UN Committee on the 
Exercise of the Inalienable 

Rights of the Palestinian 
People and the Division for 
Palestinian Rights has 
continued to organize special 
activities, exhibitions or 
cultural events on 29 
November to commemorate 
the day. 
The date was chosen 
because of its meaning and 
significance to the Palestinian 
people. On 29 November 
1947, the General Assembly 
adopted Resolution 181 (II) – 
The Partition Resolution. It 
p r o v i d e d  f o r  t h e 
establishments in Palestine of 
a “Jewish State” and an “Arab 
State”, with Jerusalem as a 
corpus separatum under a 
special international regime. 
To this day, only one state 
has been established while 
the other continues to suffer 
indignities and violence under 
occupation and conflict. 
The fact that the question of 
Palestine is still unresolved 
after 60 years and that the 


